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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Agency for Health Care
3 Administration; amending s. 383.327, F.S.; requiring
4 birth centers to report certain deaths and stillbirths
5 to the Agency for Health Care Administration; removing
6 a requirement that a certain report be submitted
7 annually to the agency; authorizing the agency to
8 prescribe by rule the frequency at which such report
9 is submitted; amending s. 395.003, F.S.; removing a
10 requirement that specified information be listed on
11 licenses for certain facilities; amending s. 395.1055,
12 F.S.; requiring the agency to adopt specified rules
13 related to ongoing quality improvement programs for
14 certain cardiac programs; amending s. 395.602, F.S.;
15 extending a certain date relating to the designation
16 of certain rural hospitals; repealing s. 395.7015,
17 F.S., relating to an annual assessment on health care
18 entities; amending s. 395.7016, F.S.; conforming a
19 provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
20 400.19, F.S.; revising provisions requiring the agency
21 to conduct licensure inspections of nursing homes;
22 requiring the agency to conduct biannual licensure
23 surveys under certain circumstances; revising a
24 provision requiring the agency to assess a specified
25 fine for such surveys; amending s. 400.462, F.S.;
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26 revising definitions; amending s. 400.464, F.S.;
277 revising provisions relating to exemptions from
28 licensure requirements for home health agencies;
29 exempting certain persons from such licensure
30 requirements; amending ss. 400.471, 400.492, 400.506,
31 and 400.509, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
32 licensure requirements for home health agencies to
33 conform to changes made by the act; amending s.
34 400.605, F.S.; removing a requirement that the agency
35 conduct specified inspections of certain licensees;
36 amending s. 400.60501, F.S.; removing an obsolete date
37 and a requirement that the agency develop a specified
38 annual report; amending s. 400.9905, F.S.; revising
39 the definition of the term "clinic"; amending s.
40 400.991, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
41 by the act; removing the option for health care
42 clinics to file a surety bond under certain
43 circumstances; amending s. 400.9935, F.S.; requiring
44 certain clinics to publish and post a schedule of
45 charges; amending s. 408.033, F.S.; conforming a
46 provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
47 408.05, F.S.; requiring the agency to publish an
48 annual report identifying certain health care services
49 by a specified date; amending s. 408.061, F.S.;
50 revising provisions requiring health care facilities
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51 to submit specified data to the agency; amending s.
52 408.0611, F.S.; requiring the agency to annually
53 publish a report on the progress of implementation of
54 electronic prescribing on its Internet website;
55 amending s. 408.062, F.S.; requiring the agency to
56 annually publish certain information on its Internet
57 website; removing a requirement that the agency submit
58 certain annual reports to the Governor and
59 Legislature; amending s. 408.063, F.S.; removing a
60 requirement that the agency annually publish certain
61 reports; amending ss. 408.802, 408.820, 408.831, and
62 408.832, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
63 by the act; amending s. 408.803, F.S.; conforming a
64 provision to changes made by the act; providing a
65 definition of the term "low-risk provider"; amending
66 s. 408.806, F.S.; exempting certain low-risk providers
67 from a specified inspection; amending s. 408.808,
68 F.S.; authorizing the issuance of a provisional
69 license to certain applicants; amending s. 408.809,
70 F.S.; revising provisions relating to background
71 screening requirements for certain licensure
72 applicants; removing an obsolete date and provisions
73 relating to certain rescreening requirements; amending
74 s. 408.811, F.S.; authorizing the agency to exempt
75 certain low-risk providers from inspections and
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76 conduct unannounced licensure inspections of such

77 providers under certain circumstances; authorizing the
78 agency to adopt rules to waive routine inspections and
79 grant extended time periods between relicensure

80 inspections under certain conditions; amending s.

81 408.821, F.S.; revising provisions requiring licensees
82 to have a specified plan; providing requirements for
83 the submission of such plan; amending s. 408.9009,

84 F.S.; removing a requirement that the agency and

85 Office of Insurance Regulation evaluate a specified

86 program; amending s. 408.9091, F.S.; removing a

87 requirement that the agency and office Jjointly submit
88 a specified annual report to the Governor and

89 Legislature; amending s. 409.905, F.S.; providing

90 construction for a provision that requires the agency
91 to discontinue its hospital retrospective review

92 program under certain circumstances; providing

93 legislative intent; amending s. 409.907, F.S.;

94 requiring that a specified background screening be

95 conducted through the agency on certain persons and

96 entities; amending s. 409.908, F.S.; revising

97 provisions related to the prospective payment

98 methodology for certain Medicaid provider

99 reimbursements; amending s. 409.913, F.S.; revising a
100 requirement that the agency and the Medicaid Fraud
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101 Control Unit of the Department of Legal Affairs submit
102 a specified report to the Legislature; authorizing the
103 agency to recover specified costs associated with an
104 audit, investigation, or enforcement action relating
105 to provider fraud under the Medicaid program; amending
106 s. 409.920, F.S.; revising provisions related to
107 prohibited referral practices under the Medicaid
108 program; providing applicability; amending ss. 409.967
109 and 409.973, F.S.; revising the length of managed care
110 plan and Medicaid prepaid dental health program
111 contracts, respectively, procured by the agency
112 beginning during a specified timeframe; requiring the
113 agency to extend the term of certain existing
114 contracts until a specified date; amending s. 429.11,
115 F.S.; removing an authorization for the issuance of a
116 provisional license to certain facilities; amending s.
117 429.19, F.S.; removing requirements that the agency
118 develop and disseminate a specified list and the
119 Department of Children and Families disseminate such
120 list to certain providers; amending ss. 429.35,
121 429.905, and 429.929, F.S.; revising provisions
122 requiring a biennial inspection cycle for specified
123 facilities and centers, respectively; repealing part I
124 of chapter 483, F.S., relating to The Florida
125 Multiphasic Health Testing Center Law; amending ss.
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126 627.6387, 627.6648, and 641.31076, F.S.; revising the
127 definition of the term "shoppable health care
128 service"; revising duties of certain health insurers
129 and health maintenance organizations; amending ss.
130 20.43, 381.0034, 456.001, 456.057, 456.076, and
131 456.47, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing
132 effective dates.

133
134| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
135
136 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 383.327,
137 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

138 383.327 Birth and death records; reports.—

139 (2) Each maternal death, newborn death, and stillbirth
140 shall be reported immediately to the medical examiner and the
141 agency.

142 (4) A report shall be submitted amawatdty to the agency.

143| The contents of the report and the frequency at which it is

144 submitted shall be prescribed by rule of the agency.

145 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 395.003, Florida
146 Statutes, is amended to read:

147 395.003 Licensure; denial, suspension, and revocation.—

148 (4) The agency shall issue a license that whieh specifies

149 the service categories and the number of hospital beds in each

150| Dbed category for which a license is received. Such information
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151 shall be listed on the face of the license. Al beds—which are
152

153| speeifiedas—generat—Pbeds+ A licensed facility shall not operate
154 a number of hospital beds greater than the number indicated by

155 the agency on the face of the license without approval from the
156 agency under conditions established by rule.

157 Section 3. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (18) of
158 section 395.1055, Florida Statutes, to read:

159 395.1055 Rules and enforcement.—

160 (18) In establishing rules for adult cardiovascular

161| services, the agency shall include provisions that allow for:

162 (g) For a hospital licensed for adult diagnostic cardiac

163| catheterization that provides Level I or Level II adult

164 cardiovascular services, demonstration that the hospital is

165| participating in the American College of Cardiology's National

166| Cardiovascular Data Registry or the American Heart Association's

167 Get with the Guidelines-Coronary Artery Disease registry and

168| documentation of an ongoing quality improvement plan ensuring

169 that the licensed cardiac program meets or exceeds national

170| gquality and outcome benchmarks reported by the registry in which

171 the hospital participates. A hospital licensed for Level IT

172 adult cardiovascular services must also participate in the

173 clinical outcome reporting systems operated by the Society for

174 Thoracic Surgeons.
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175 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

176 395.6002, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

177 395.602 Rural hospitals.—
178 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this part, the term:
179 (b) "Rural hospital" means an acute care hospital licensed

180| under this chapter, having 100 or fewer licensed beds and an

181 emergency room, which is:

182 1. The sole provider within a county with a population

183| density of up to 100 persons per square mile;

184 2. An acute care hospital, in a county with a population
185| density of up to 100 persons per square mile, which is at least
186| 30 minutes of travel time, on normally traveled roads under

187| normal traffic conditions, from any other acute care hospital
188 within the same county;

189 3. A hospital supported by a tax district or subdistrict
190 whose boundaries encompass a population of up to 100 persons per
191 square mile;

192 4. A hospital classified as a sole community hospital

193] wunder 42 C.F.R. s. 412.92, regardless of the number of licensed
194 beds;

195 5. A hospital with a service area that has a population of
196| up to 100 persons per square mile. As used in this subparagraph,
197 the term "service area" means the fewest number of zip codes

198 that account for 75 percent of the hospital's discharges for the

199| most recent 5-year period, based on information available from
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200 the hospital inpatient discharge database in the Florida Center

201 for Health Information and Transparency at the agency; or

202 6. A hospital designated as a critical access hospital, as
203 defined in s. 408.07.
204

205 Population densities used in this paragraph must be based upon
206 the most recently completed United States census. A hospital

207 that received funds under s. 409.9116 for a quarter beginning no
208 later than July 1, 2002, is deemed to have been and shall

209| continue to be a rural hospital from that date through June 30,
210| 2021, if the hospital continues to have up to 100 licensed beds
211 and an emergency room. An acute care hospital that has not

212| previously been designated as a rural hospital and that meets
213 the criteria of this paragraph shall be granted such designation
214 upon application, including supporting documentation, to the

215 agency. A hospital that was licensed as a rural hospital during
216 the 2010-2011 or 2011-2012 fiscal year shall continue to be a
217 rural hospital from the date of designation through June 30,

218| 2025 262+, 1f the hospital continues to have up to 100 licensed
219| beds and an emergency room.

220 Section 5. Section 395.7015, Florida Statutes, is

221 repealed.
222 Section 6. Section 395.7016, Florida Statutes, is amended
223 to read:
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224 395.7016 Annual appropriation.—The Legislature shall
225 appropriate each fiscal year from either the General Revenue
226 Fund or the Agency for Health Care Administration Tobacco

227 Settlement Trust Fund an amount sufficient to replace the funds
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230 aad the reduction by chapter 2000-256, Laws of Florida, in the

231 assessment on hospitals under s. 395.701+ and to maintain

232 federal approval of the reduced amount of funds deposited into
233 the Public Medical Assistance Trust Fund under s. 395.701+ as
234| state match for the state's Medicaid program.

235 Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 400.19, Florida

236 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

237 400.19 Right of entry and inspection.—

238 (3) The agency shall conduct periodic, ewvery—Ito—months

239| eemdwet—at——teast—oene unannounced licensure inspections

240| 4imspeetion to determine compliance by the licensee with
241 statutes, and with rules adopted promulgated under £he
242 provisitenms—ef those statutes, governing minimum standards of

243 construction, quality and adequacy of care, and rights of

244 residents. The—survey—shall be—econduetedevery—6—months—feor—Ethe

245| npext—2-year—period If the facility has been cited for a class I
r

+ has been cited for two or more class II

246| deficiency
247 deficiencies arising from separate surveys or investigations

248| within a 60-day period, or has had three or more substantiated
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one class I or class II deficiency,

biannual licensure surveys until the facility has two
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6-month period, each resulting in at least

the agency shall conduct

consecutive licensure surveys without a citation for a Class I

or a Class II deficiency.

In addition to any other fees or fines

in this part,

the agency shall assess a fine of fer—each
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for—the 2-year perieod—shatlt—be $6,000 for the biannual licensure
surveysy—onre—half tobe pard ot —the completieonof ecach survey

surveys. The agency
that any deficiency
However, the agency

class IV deficiency

unauthorized person

110.

The agency may adjust such +his fine by the change in the
Consumer Price Index,

preceding the increase,

care without reinspecting the facility if adequate written
documentation has been received from the facility,
provides assurance that the deficiency has been corrected.
giving or causing to be given of advance notice of such

unannounced inspections by an employee of the agency to any

fewer than 5 working days according to the—preovisiens—ef chapter

based on the 12 months immediately

to cover the cost of the additional
shall verify through subsequent inspection
identified during inspection is corrected.
may verify the correction of a class III or

unrelated to resident rights or resident

which
The

shall constitute cause for suspension of not
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273 Section 8. Subsections (23) through (30) of section

274 400.462, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (22)
275 through (29), respectively, and subsections (12), (14), and (17)
276 and present subsection (22) of that section are amended to read:
277 400.462 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term:

278 (12) "Home health agency" means a person ap—erganizatien

279 that provides one or more home health services and—staffing

280| wserviees.

281 (14) "Home health services" means health and medical

282| services and medical supplies furnished by —ean—-erganization to an
283 individual in the individual's home or place of residence. The

284 term i1ncludes ergantrzations—that provide—one—ormoere—of the

285 following:

286 (a) Nursing care.

287 (b) Physical, occupational, respiratory, or speech

288 therapy.

289 (c) Home health aide services.

290 (d) Dietetics and nutrition practice and nutrition

291 counseling.

292 (e) Medical supplies, restricted to drugs and biologicals
293| prescribed by a physician.

294 (17) "Home infusion therapy provider" means a person ah

295| erganizatien that employs, contracts with, or refers a licensed
296| professional who has received advanced training and experience

297 in intravenous infusion therapy and who administers infusion
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323 2018, must specify the home health services the licensee or

324 registrant erganizatien is authorized to perform and indicate
325| whether such specified services are considered skilled care. The
326| provision or advertising of services that require licensure or

327 registration pursuant to this part without such services being

328 specified on the face of the license or registration issued on

329 or after July 1, 2018, constitutes unlicensed activity as

330 prohibited under s. 408.812.
331 (4) (a) A licensee or registrant Amr—erganizatiern that

332| offers or advertises to the public any service for which

333 licensure or registration is required under this part must
334| include in the advertisement the license number or registration

335| number issued to the licensee or registrant erganizatiern by the

336 agency. The agency shall assess a fine of not less than $100 to
337 any licensee or registrant that whe fails to include the license
338 or registration number when submitting the advertisement for

339| publication, broadcast, or printing. The fine for a second or
340 subsequent offense is $500. The holder of a license or

341 registration issued under this part may not advertise or

342 indicate to the public that it holds a home health agency or

343| nurse registry license or registration other than the one it has

344| Dbeen issued.
345 (f) A Any home health agency that fails to cease operation
346| after agency notification may be fined in accordance with s.

347 408.812.
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348 (5) The following are exempt from £he licensure as a home
349| health agency under reguirements—ef this part:
350 (a) A home health agency operated by the Federal

351 Government.

352 (b) Home health services provided by a state agency,

353 either directly or through a contractor with:

354 1. The Department of Elderly Affairs.

355 2. The Department of Health, a community health center, or
356 a rural health network that furnishes home visits for the

357 purpose of providing environmental assessments, case management,
358| health education, personal care services, family planning, or
359 followup treatment, or for the purpose of monitoring and

360 tracking disease.

361 3. Services provided to persons with developmental

362 disabilities, as defined in s. 393.063.

363 4., Companion and sitter organizations that were registered
364 under s. 400.509(1) on January 1, 1999, and were authorized to
365| provide personal services under a developmental services

366| provider certificate on January 1, 1999, may continue to provide
367 such services to past, present, and future clients of the

368 organization who need such services, notwithstanding +he

369| preovisiens—ef this act.
370 5. The Department of Children and Families.
371 (c) A health care professional, whether or not

372 incorporated, who is licensed under chapter 457; chapter 458;
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chapter 459; part I of chapter 464; chapter 467; part I, part
III, part V, or part X of chapter 468; chapter 480; chapter 486;
chapter 490; or chapter 491; and who is acting alone within the
scope of his or her professional license to provide care to
patients in their homes.

(d) A home health aide or certified nursing assistant who
is acting in his or her individual capacity, within the
definitions and standards of his or her occupation, and who
provides hands-on care to patients in their homes.

(e) An individual who acts alone, in his or her individual
capacity, and who is not employed by or affiliated with a
licensed home health agency or registered with a licensed nurse
registry. This exemption does not entitle an individual to
perform home health services without the required professional
license.

(f) The delivery of instructional services in home
dialysis and home dialysis supplies and equipment.

(g) The delivery of nursing home services for which the
nursing home is licensed under part II of this chapter, to serve
its residents in its facility.

(h) The delivery of assisted living facility services for
which the assisted living facility is licensed under part I of

chapter 429, to serve its residents in its facility.
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396 (1) The delivery of hospice services for which the hospice
397 is licensed under part IV of this chapter, to serve hospice

398| patients admitted to its service.

399 (3) A hospital that provides services for which it is

400 licensed under chapter 395.

401 (k) The delivery of community residential services for

402| which the community residential home is licensed under chapter
403 419, to serve the residents in its facility.

404 (1) A not-for-profit, community-based agency that provides
405| early intervention services to infants and toddlers.

406 (m) Certified rehabilitation agencies and comprehensive
407 outpatient rehabilitation facilities that are certified under
408 Title 18 of the Social Security Act.

409 (n) The delivery of adult family-care home services for
410| which the adult family-care home is licensed under part II of
411 chapter 429, to serve the residents in its facility.

412 (o) A person that provides skilled care by health care

413| professionals licensed solely under part I of chapter 464; part

414 I, part III, or part V of chapter 468; or chapter 486. The

415 exemption in this paragraph does not entitle a person to perform

416| home health services without the required professional license.

417 (p) A person that provides services using only volunteers

418 or individuals related by blood or marriage to the patient or

419 client.
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420 Section 10. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
421 400.471, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

422 400.471 Application for license; fee.—

423 (2) In addition to the requirements of part II of chapter
424 408, the initial applicant, the applicant for a change of

425| ownership, and the applicant for the addition of skilled care
426 services must file with the application satisfactory proof that
427| the home health agency is in compliance with this part and

428| applicable rules, including:

429 (g) In the case of an application for initial licensure,
430| an application for a change of ownership, or an application for
431 the addition of skilled care services, documentation of

432 accreditation, or an application for accreditation, from an

433 accrediting organization that is recognized by the agency as
434 having standards comparable to those required by this part and
435| part II of chapter 408. A home health agency that does not

436| provide skilled care is exempt from this paragraph.

437| Notwithstanding s. 408.806, the ama—snitiat applicant must

438| provide proof of accreditation that is not conditional or

439| provisional and a survey demonstrating compliance with the

440 requirements of this part, part II of chapter 408, and

441 applicable rules from an accrediting organization that is

442 recognized by the agency as having standards comparable to those
443| required by this part and part II of chapter 408 within 120 days
444 after the date of the agency's receipt of the application for
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445 licensure. Such accreditation must be continuously maintained by
446 the home health agency to maintain licensure. The agency shall
447 accept, in lieu of its own periodic licensure survey, the

448 submission of the survey of an accrediting organization that is
449 recognized by the agency if the accreditation of the licensed
4501 home health agency 1is not provisional and if the licensed home
451 health agency authorizes release of, and the agency receives the
452 report of, the accrediting organization.

453 Section 11. Section 400.492, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
454 to read:

455 400.492 Provision of services during an emergency.—Each
456| home health agency shall prepare and maintain a comprehensive
457| emergency management plan that is consistent with the standards
458 adopted by national or state accreditation organizations and

459| consistent with the local special needs plan. The plan shall be
460 updated annually and shall provide for continuing home health
461 services during an emergency that interrupts patient care or

462 services in the patient's home. The plan shall include the means
463| by which the home health agency will continue to provide staff
464 to perform the same type and quantity of services to their

465| patients who evacuate to special needs shelters that were being
466| provided to those patients prior to evacuation. The plan shall
467 describe how the home health agency establishes and maintains an
468 effective response to emergencies and disasters, including:

469| notifying staff when emergency response measures are initiated;
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470| providing for communication between staff members, county health
471 departments, and local emergency management agencies, including
472 a backup system; identifying resources necessary to continue

473 essential care or services or referrals to other health care

474| providers erganizatiens subject to written agreement; and

475| prioritizing and contacting patients who need continued care or
476| services.

477 (1) Each patient record for patients who are listed in the
478| registry established pursuant to s. 252.355 shall include a

479| description of how care or services will be continued in the

480 event of an emergency or disaster. The home health agency shall
481| discuss the emergency provisions with the patient and the

482| patient's caregivers, including where and how the patient is to
483 evacuate, procedures for notifying the home health agency in the
484 event that the patient evacuates to a location other than the
485 shelter identified in the patient record, and a list of

486| medications and equipment which must either accompany the

487| patient or will be needed by the patient in the event of an

488 evacuation.

489 (2) Each home health agency shall maintain a current

490| prioritized list of patients who need continued services during
491 an emergency. The list shall indicate how services shall be

492 continued in the event of an emergency or disaster for each

493| patient and if the patient is to be transported to a special

494| needs shelter, and shall indicate if the patient is receiving
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495 skilled nursing services and the patient's medication and

496| equipment needs. The list shall be furnished to county health
497 departments and to local emergency management agencies, upon

498 request.

499 (3) Home health agencies shall not be required to continue
500 to provide care to patients in emergency situations that are

501| beyond their control and that make it impossible to provide

502 services, such as when roads are impassable or when patients do
503| not go to the location specified in their patient records. Home
504| health agencies may establish links to local emergency

505| operations centers to determine a mechanism by which to approach
506| specific areas within a disaster area in order for the agency to
507 reach its clients. Home health agencies shall demonstrate a good
508 faith effort to comply with the requirements of this subsection
509| by documenting attempts of staff to follow procedures outlined
510 in the home health agency's comprehensive emergency management
511| plan, and by the patient's record, which support a finding that
512 the provision of continuing care has been attempted for those
513| patients who have been identified as needing care by the home
514| health agency and registered under s. 252.355, in the event of
515 an emergency or disaster under subsection (1).

516 (4) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 400.464(2) or any
517 other provision of law to the contrary, a home health agency may
518| provide services in a special needs shelter located in any

519 county.
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520 Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 400.506, Florida

521 Statutes, is amended to read:

522 400.506 Licensure of nurse registries; requirements;

523| penalties.—

524 (4) A licensee persen that provides, offers, or advertises
525| to the public any service for which licensure is required under
526| this section must include in such advertisement the license

527| number issued to it by the Agency for Health Care

528| Administration. The agency shall assess a fine of not less than

529| $100 against a amy licensee that whe fails to include the

530| license number when submitting the advertisement for

531| publication, broadcast, or printing. The fine for a second or
532| subsequent offense is $500.

533 Section 13. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section

534 400.509, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

535 400.509 Registration of particular service providers

536| exempt from licensure; certificate of registration; regulation
537 of registrants.—

538 (1) Any person erganizatien that provides companion

539| services or homemaker services and does not provide a home

540 health service to a person is exempt from licensure under this

541| part. However, any person erganizatien that provides companion
542 services or homemaker services must register with the agency. A
543| person Amr—erganizatiern under contract with the Agency for

544 Persons with Disabilities which provides companion services only
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545 for persons with a developmental disability, as defined in s.
546 393.063, is exempt from registration.

547 (2) The requirements of part II of chapter 408 apply to
548 the provision of services that require registration or licensure
549| pursuant to this section and part II of chapter 408 and entities
550 registered by or applying for such registration from the Agency
551 for Health Care Administration pursuant to this section. Each
552| applicant for registration and each registrant must comply with
553| all provisions of part II of chapter 408. Registration or a

554 license issued by the agency is required for a person to provide

555 the—operation—of an—eorgantzation—+that prevides companion

556| services or homemaker services.

557 (4) FEach registrant must obtain the employment or contract
558 history of persons who are employed by or under contract with
559 the person ergamizatiern and who will have contact at any time
560 with patients or clients in their homes by:

561 (a) Requiring such persons to submit an employment or

562 contractual history to the registrant; and

563 (b) Verifying the employment or contractual history,

564 unless through diligent efforts such verification is not

565| possible. The agency shall prescribe by rule the minimum

566 requirements for establishing that diligent efforts have been
567| made.

568
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569 There is no monetary liability on the part of, and no cause of
570 action for damages arises against, a former employer of a

571 prospective employee of or prospective independent contractor
572| with a registrant who reasonably and in good faith communicates
573| his or her honest opinions about the former employee's or

574 contractor's job performance. This subsection does not affect
575 the official immunity of an officer or employee of a public
576| corporation.

577 Section 14. Subsection (3) of section 400.605, Florida
578 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

579 400.605 Administration; forms; fees; rules; inspections;

580 fines.—

581 (3) In accordance with s. 408.811, the agency shall
582 conduct anrrgal—inspeectionsof all lticensces;—except—+that
583

584
585| shalt—eendwet such inspections and investigations as are

586| necessary in order to determine the state of compliance with £he
587| previsienms—ef this part, part II of chapter 408, and applicable
588 rules.

589 Section 15. Section 400.60501, Florida Statutes, is

590 amended to read:

591 400.60501 Outcome measures; adoption of federal quality
592| measures; public reporting+—annruvat—report.—
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593 (1) Neo—dater—than beecember 31720149+ The agency shall

594 adopt the national hospice outcome measures and survey data in
595 42 C.F.R. part 418 to determine the quality and effectiveness of
596| hospice care for hospices licensed in the state.

597 (2) The agency shall+

598 42> make available to the public the national hospice

599 outcome measures and survey data in a format that is

600 comprehensible by a layperson and that allows a consumer to

601 compare such measures of one or more hospices.

602 o r—Pevelop—an—anngal—report—that analyres—and—evaluates
603 +1h EIENE S-NEPSCUNENE SI BN NN B BT SN B TR 2 PANE SIS i 2N R TN —S N NP BN NS 3 +hoar Ao+ o
T i S N A N NV S ) ) N 6 S WS S N A L\ UV Ei Hi WPl W WP WP W & | I i AW & e CTIT 1O L& Sy (@R uAw (.A.J.J._Y L U i i u AT CTE
604 cnllant 1 ~n PP N ANNE Y I IR R SN C T AP HPE o £ 1 o
|\ U R E WPl W U S N i A J_\_,t/uJ_L_,_LJ.J.v t/J_UV_L»_)_LUJ.J.s_) g LTV
005 Section 16. Paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of

606 subsection (4) of section 400.9905, Florida Statutes, are

607 amended, and paragraphs (o), (p), and (g) are added to that

608 subsection, to read:

609 400.9905 Definitions.—

610 (4) "Clinic" means an entity where health care services
611 are provided to individuals and which tenders charges for

612 reimbursement for such services, including a mobile clinic and a
613| portable equipment provider. As used in this part, the term does
614 not include and the licensure requirements of this part do not
615 apply to:

616 (a) Entities licensed or registered by the state under

617 chapter 395; entities licensed or registered by the state and
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618| providing only health care services within the scope of services
619 authorized under their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-

620 383.332, chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter

621 except part X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter
622 466, chapter 478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal
623 disease providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 494 465+

624| subpartY; providers certified and providing only health care

625 services within the scope of services authorized under their

©626| respective certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B,

627| e¥ subpart H, or subpart J; providers certified and providing

628| only health care services within the scope of services

629| authorized under their respective certifications under 42 C.F.R.

630| part 486, subpart C; providers certified and providing only

631 health care services within the scope of services authorized

632| under their respective certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 491,

633 subpart A; providers certified by the Centers for Medicare and
634| Medicaid services under the federal Clinical Laboratory

635 Improvement Amendments and the federal rules adopted thereunder;
636 or any entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based
637 health care services or other health care services by licensed
638| practitioners solely within a hospital licensed under chapter
639 395.

640 (b) Entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities
641 licensed or registered by the state pursuant to chapter 395;

642 entities that own, directly or indirectly, entities licensed or
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643 registered by the state and providing only health care services
644| within the scope of services authorized pursuant to their

645 respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332, chapter 390,

646 chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part X, chapter
647 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter 478, chapter
648 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease providers

649 authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 494 4055——subpart—¥; providers

650 certified and providing only health care services within the

651| scope of services authorized under their respective

652 certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B, e¥ subpart

653| H, or subpart J; providers certified and providing only health

654 care services within the scope of services authorized under

655| their respective certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 486,

656| subpart C; providers certified and providing only health care

657 services within the scope of services authorized under their

658 respective certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 491, subpart A;

659| providers certified by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

660 services under the federal Clinical Laboratory Improvement

661| Amendments and the federal rules adopted thereunder; or any

662 entity that provides neonatal or pediatric hospital-based health
663| care services by licensed practitioners solely within a hospital
664 licensed under chapter 395.

665 (c) Entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by an
666| entity licensed or registered by the state pursuant to chapter

667 395; entities that are owned, directly or indirectly, by an
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668 entity licensed or registered by the state and providing only
669| health care services within the scope of services authorized
670| pursuant to their respective licenses under ss. 383.30-383.332,
671 chapter 390, chapter 394, chapter 397, this chapter except part
672 X, chapter 429, chapter 463, chapter 465, chapter 466, chapter
673 478, chapter 484, or chapter 651; end-stage renal disease

674| providers authorized under 42 C.F.R. part 494 4065——subpartH;

675| providers certified and providing only health care services

676| within the scope of services authorized under their respective

677 certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 485, subpart B, e¥ subpart

678| H, or subpart J; providers certified and providing only health

679| care services within the scope of services authorized under

680 their respective certifications under 42 C.F.R. part 486,

681 subpart C; providers certified and providing only health care

682 s